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How do the new Common Core ELA standards differ from Illinois’ old learning standards? The 
new standards have three instructional shifts: balancing the amount of literature and 

informational texts that students read, using textual evidence to support reading and writing, 
and expanding academic vocabulary. The goal? Students who can think, read and write critically 

and succeed after high school. 
 
How are the new ELA standards impacting Illinois students? “The most prevalent distinguishing 

factor of the Common Core is its emphasis on critical thinking and demand for deeper 
understanding and application of the skills most important to literacy,” said Erik Iwersen, an 

English language arts content area specialist with the Illinois State Board of Education. This 
emphasis will prepare students for college and careers. 
 

The Common Core ELA standards aim to prepare students for college and careers. According to 
ISBE content area specialist, Erik Iwersen, the standards encourage greater depth of 

understanding: “Close, careful reading of fewer, more rewarding texts is emphasized over 
surface level, brief readings of many texts.”  

 
The new Common Core ELA standards focus on the fundamental literacy and language skills that 
Illinois students need to succeed after high school. They focus on deeper understanding of and 

engagement with literature and informational texts so that students become critical readers, 
writers and thinkers. Learn more at [link to fact sheet].   

 
The Common Core calls for greater literacy across all subjects — not just English — so that 
teachers in history, social studies, science and technical subjects also play a role in sharpening 

students’ critical reading skills and increasing their access to informational texts. Find more 
information about the state’s new ELA standards at [link to fact sheet]. 

 
Illinois’ new ELA standards mean that K-5 students will spend equal time reading literature and 
informational texts. By grade 12, the ratio of informational text to literature during the course of 

a school day is 7:3. This focus on informational texts and nonfiction more closely mirrors the 
reading and writing that students will encounter in college and career. For more information 

about the state’s ELA standards, please visit [link to fact sheet]. 
 
Illinois’ Common Core ELA standards begin to prepare students for the long road to college and 

careers as soon as they enroll in kindergarten. As students progress to middle and later high 
school, the standards build upon previous years of study and increase in difficulty and 

complexity so that students work closer and closer towards college and career readiness. To find 
out more about the Common Core standards, visit http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy.  
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