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Illinois’ new math standards have three instructional shifts in focus, coherence and 

rigor that allow students to master concepts at each grade level in order to succeed 
in subsequent years and in college and career. Learn more about the new math 
standards at [link to fact sheet].  

 
Under the Common Core, Illinois’ new math standards are clearer and more focused 

than ever before. The standards emphasize deep conceptual understanding of math 
and applying math to solve real life problems. For more information, visit [link to 
fact sheet]. 

 
Illinois’ Common Core math standards focus on the skills that students truly need to 

master at each grade level. This means there are fewer standards than in the past, 
but more teaching time for those standards that do remain. Fewer standards but 
deeper understanding will result in students who have solid foundations in 

mathematics. 
 

This year, all Illinois schools are implementing the Common Core math standards. 
These standards provide consistency so that students across the state learn the 
same concepts in the same grade levels. Consistency does not mean uniformity — 

local teachers are still designing their own lesson plans to implement the standards 
and determining how best to instruct their students. 

 
What do the Common Core math standards look like in Illinois schools? “Students 

may spend more time on just a couple of problems, rather than doing 30 problems 
in class and 30 nearly identical problems at home,” said Heather Brown, a 
mathematics content specialist. “The few problems students are exposed to are 

richer, more rigorous tasks that help them to explore and then master concepts.” 
 

The Common Core math standards are rigorous in that they support conceptual 
understanding, procedural skill and fluency, and application. These instructional 
shifts will help students to see math as more than just memorizing multiplication 

tables or “tricks” to get a solution. The standards encourage students to grasp the 
math processes behind their work and to perform operations with speed and 

accuracy. 


